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Abstract:

Through the work of new media artists Jon Thomson and Alison Craighead and of the
philosophers Jacques Derrida and Bernard Stiegler this paper will address the ‘crisis of the
archive' in the age of real-time systems of information and communication. Such systems
offer unprecedented access to what is happening right now. At the same time they present us
with a burgeoning crisis about how we might archive the plethora of material that they
produce and how we make decisions about what to archive. This crisis first emerges with the
techniques of mechanical reproduction developed in the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, but it is now becoming more urgent with technologies such as the Internet and the
World Wide Web. Thomson and Craighead's work, in particular their recent installation Short
Films about Flying, offers an ironic and witty take on this crisis, while Derrida and Stiegler's
ideas present us with tools with which to think about its consequences.
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